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yearly-encreaſing Benef: tions s prove the Excel- | 
lence and Propriety of it; and truly we c⸗ 

ſuppoſe a more general, or a more ing 
Object of Regard, than the e Or- 
phans of thoſe who have ſpent their Lives in 
promoting the true Happineſs of Mankind, by 
preaching the glad Tidings of Salvation. If 
we have been made ſenſible of the Greatneſs of 
that Happineſs ; if we have been taught how 


how to guard againſt thoſe Enemies who would 


oppoſe that Purſuit ; if we have had our Minds 


enlarged, our Hearts ſet at eaſe, or our Spirits 
raiſed to the Exerciſe of heavenly Virtues; and 


This by the Diligence and Fidelity of thoſe Mi- 
niſters who are ſet over us, or by the Works of 
thoſe who have heretofore laboured in the Lord, 


who, being dead, yet ſpeak, Here are we to 


This is he Ale cs out of ThankC. , 
giving, not to the weak and un profitable Ser- 
vuants, but to the great Lord of all who is of- 
tentimes pleaſed to cut ſhort the Lives of ſome 
of them, in order to prove the Degree of our 
ve a ity, and to ſee how far our Aſ- 
ſiſtance will extend in ſupplying the Wants and 
N een, of thoſe who ae chem. TOE 


E we e de this more effectually,. ket 
us take a a nearer View of their Saen 
1 5 Miſery 9 Com as he Sud 
din of it. It never preſſes ſo hard as when it 
immediately ſucceeds a of i of Eaſe or Enjoy- 
ment. The Perſons, whoſe Caſe is under our 
preſent Conſideration, are, in general, the ful- 
leſt Inſtances of the Deepneſs of Diſtreſs: For 
before their Trouble comes upon them, even 
whilſt it is hanging over their Heads, you will 
ſee the whole Houſe chearful, contented, eaſy, 


beloved, and reſpected in a Word, the Ou 
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tions, and to Mankind; the Other con loyec 1 
the no leſs neceſſary Duties of. domeſtic Life; 
Beth ian, 180 for the good of all, ee 
on, not to be expreſſed, anti- 


cipating Ea of future Proſperity. With- 


theſe F amily- Cares you find the Father main- 


taining his public Station by a faithful Dif. 
the Digni- 


ty of his Function with endes and Eſteem: 
From Education taught to be generous; from 


charge of all its Offices, ſupporting 


Profeſſion . to. be charitable z- eſpecially the 
hearty, and, according to his Abilities, the-libe- 


ral Friend of this Inſtitution. When, Oh! 


hard to be ex perienced, ſome fatal Diſeaſe 0 fre- 
quently the Effect of a too anxious Concern 


for the Welfare and Ha ppineſs of thoſe who 


are ſo dear to him) p ons This Neceſ- 


fary Life, and changes, at once, the little hap- 
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py Dwelling into a Houſe of Mourning and Mi- 
ſery: Of Miſery indeed, when that Provifien 
is taken away which ſhould ſupport; and he 
is cut off who ſhould dire& this Infant-Com- 
munity. ' A Scene this, which will draw the 
Tear of Pity from every Eye; in which it is 
hard to fay, whether are the more affecting 
Objects, the elder Children who can feel their 
Misfortune ; or the younger who, by Uncon- 
cernedneſs and Diſregard, ſhew they are alto- 
_ gether inſenſible of it. But Her melancholy 
Situation moſt of all will move our Hearts to 
Compaſſion, who not only knows and feels her 
preſent Affliction, but is overwhelmed at the 
Thought of: what may hereafter happen from 
the helpleſs and diſtreſſed Condition of herſelf 
and of her Children. And if our Paſſions lead 
us to ſympathize with the Widow in her Grief, 

our Experience and Knowledge in the World 
will unh us that her Fears are too well 

unded; that ſevere is their Lot, who, by 
loſing their Friend and Guide, have a dark and. 
intricate Path to purfue ; which they, who 


have the greateſt Helps and Encouragements, 
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find it diffcult to keep, and which muſt conſe- 


5 - 


- quently be highly dangerous and Fc to 


thoſe who are uncounſelled and umaffiftetke 


's 


#7 © THER l tet charity chap amiable Chrif: 
tian Grace, bring her well- timed Means; 3 hi- 


ther haſten with Relief to thoſe, who ſo tru- 
ly deſerve it. Let her comfort them, when 


deceitful Friends turn away their Face; and 
cheriſh them under the malignant cri «# 


thoſe who hold Poverty a Reproach: Let her 
teach them that there is a God who careth 


with Diligence, Honeſty, and Humility in 

the Stations that are aſſigned them ; in full AL 
ſurance that the Adverſity which they have 
experienced in their carly Years will, by thoſe 


Means, be converted into n and e 


at the lat. 


Tux Zeal which ſome Perſons have exerted 


in this excellent Work, the Diſcretion and 


Judgment of others, and the beneficent Spirit 
of many more, ave oftentimes produced this 


happy 


for the Needy ; and inſtruct them to ere . 


the Sons F the CIkROv. 13 


happy Effect; have turned Sorrow into Joy; : 
out of Weakneſs have raiſed Strength; and from 
deſtitute, though well-principled Children, have 
enriched the Common- wealth with honeſt and 
uſeful Members. Can any Conſiderations find a 
readier Way to your Heart than theſe ? Can 0 
Paſſions be more warmly worked upon, or 
your Reaſon more fully ſatisfied, than by an 
Application of this kind, in Behalf of a Chari- 
ty ſo well calculated and conducted as the pre- 
ſent which by its Objects properly exerciſes 
your Pity and Benevolence ; by its Oeconomy | 
gives Complacency to the Mind ; and by its 


Effects affords real, - and univerſal Ad- 
e 


Tus every Motive that can affect us 
pleads for its Encouragement. Nature points 
to it, entreating us not to forget the Miſeries of 
our Fellow- Creatures; Religion holds it up to 
our View, and commands us to remember 
Chriſt's Little Ones; and Society atteſts the 
Uſefulneſs of it by aſſuring us that it will in- 
creaſe her Glory and Strength. 
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1 HERE is * very Por ber Conſider T 4 
tion which will have its Weight with us, as in 


Truth it · ought to have in all Deſigns that are 
well intended and faithfully executed: This is 


ſuggeſted to us by that Scripture of which the 


Text is a Part, and in which the Prophet 


Eliſha makes a fignal Return to certain Hoſpi- 
table Treatment that had been ſhewn to him ; 3 
thereby expreſſing the Favour which God Al 


mighty bears to thoſe who pay Regard 1 to the | 
Wants of his Servants. I 


Ir were unneceſſary to be particular on a Sto- 
ry ſo well known. It will be ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve that there are two or three Circum- 


ſtances which agree with this Deſign, from 
"whence we may reaſonably hope, the Encoura- 


gers of it, they who have beer careful for us 
with all this Care, may alſo meet will their 


11 wan 


w E obſerve EY that thel: Conti, 


like the Services of the Shunamite, are a free and 
volun- 
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ragements let us go on with this Labeusef > 
Love till the Succeſs of it be equal to the E 
lence. It is a glorious, it is a Chriſtian Un- 
mend. let us therefore retommend it, as 
ians\ ought to do, by the perſuaſue Ex- 
ample of our Liberality, for by ſuch Meatis 
we moſt effectually expreſs our Zeal for its 
Honour and Proſperity: Eſpecially let Thoſe, 
who are ſolely reſpected in it, be firſt among 
the Promoters of it; It is in their Power to 
become truly ſo, by adding to their Charity 
every other Virtue; this will bring Glory to 
the Work, and convince our Enemies, that it 


provides for the deſtitute Families of honeſt and 
EP good 


2 4 1 Kr. A Et * te N 
* CST; 9 Mey 12 * n SES TN vo OE] 3 
5 8 Wi 7 * * * * 8 ; N 4 WE 
* f 75 A * 1 9 1 $2 * * 2 
8 8 4 , PA. 1 ! 
2 8 1 : ug | . . : ; — 1 
- — DE. 5 a 4 
Ts Y —5 
z 
5 * * 2 
2 7 1 ; 
3 - k \ 2 N * 
1 # A 1 
; L „ 4 
\ E Fg. 
% . , bo 
, 1 4 


| 2 5115 re geen, 2 W. 


8 let them pray, yea let them 
teach 18 Elite to do the ſame, that 
would be pleaſed to proſper t 1is charitable De- 
38 ſign and to bleſs the Friends and Benefactors 
of it: Or, if in his hovers He ſhall think fit 
affli them, or their Poſterity, as thoſe, now 
before us, are afflicted, that hon Would give them 
Reſolution and Patience, the great Support of 
diſtreſſed Virtue, and the promiſed Reward of 
that beneficent- Spirit, which is exerciſed in 
Pp providing. for the N We and in . the 
broken hearted. | 
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s 2 above all that we an, or think, hear 
theſe Petitions; and beſtow all his Bleſſings up- 
on us in ſuch a Manner, as his unnerring 
Wiſdom ſhall judge moſt conducive o our 
Happineſs and his * 1 


0% 78 this 10 
— rity, as  compleat as s could be "procured, com. 1535 
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